
 
3769-14-30 May appoint deputy.

In emergency any judge may appoint his own deputy at any time. If only one judge is present
in the stand, he may name additional persons to serve with him. If none of the judges are
present, the clerk of the course shall name persons to serve in the absence of the judges
and shall report the absence in writing to the commission. In no case will there be less than
three judges in the stand in attendance during the running of the races.
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3769-14-31 Provision to fill vacancy.

The judges shall fill vacancies occurring in other official positions unless the permit holder
shall have filled them and notified the judges prior to the time set for the first race to
leave the paddock for the starting post, and such appointments shall be subject only to
the confirmation of the commission. Should any vacancy occur after the above-mentioned
time, the judges shall fill the vacancy at once, the appointment standing only for one day
unless the permit holder shall not have filled the vacancy and notified the judges one hour
before the time set for the first race of the following day.
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3769-14-32 Disqualification to act as official.

(A) Any official who has an interest in any of the horses engaged in a particular race is
disqualified from acting in any official capacity in that race. In the event of such
disqualification the commission shall be notified by the disqualified person and shall
appoint a substitute.

(B) An official may be fined, suspended, or his license may be revoked or denied at any time
by the commission for incompetence, failure to follow or enforce the rules, or any
conduct detrimental to the sport including the use of alcoholic beverages in violation
of rule 3769-14-22 of the Administrative Code or the use of any unlawful drugs, or
being guilty of other improper conduct.
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3769-14-33 Daily reports.

The judges shall prepare and make a daily report to the commission which shall include all
fines and suspensions with the names and detailed reasons; the names of all persons barred
from the grounds by the judges; the record of horses claimed with claiming price and the
names of new and old owners; and such other data as the judges may feel it necessary to
include or as required by the commission. The daily reports shall be sent to the commission
daily.
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3769-14-34 Minority opinion.

Should the judges disagree, a vote will be taken and the decision of the majority will stand.
The notation that there was a minority opinion will be made by the dissenting person in a
report to the commission. If there is no majority decision, the question or problem will be
submitted to the commission.
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3769-14-35 Entries and declarations.

All entries and declarations shall be under the supervision of the judges, and they may,
without notice, refuse the entries of any person or the transfer of any entries.
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3769-14-36 May disqualify horse.

The judges may require the owner and/or trainer of a horse to prove the horse is qualified in
every way to participate in a race. They may also require proof the horse was not nominated
by or is not the property, wholly or in part, of a disqualified person. If not satisfied with
such proof the judges may disqualify the horse.
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3769-14-37 Postponement; withdrawn.

(A) The judges may order a horse or horses withdrawn from any race after it or they have left
the paddock and before the start has been effected. In such event, the permit holder
shall make a refund of all wagers on the horse or horses withdrawn (except in the case
of a horse which represents part of an entry or mutuel field of two or more horses).
If such horse be withdrawn there shall be no refund.

(B) In case of unfavorable weather, or other unavoidable cause, the permit holder with the
consent of the judges shall postpone races in the following manner:

(1) Early closing races, stakes and futurities, shall be postponed to a definite hour
the next day;

(2) Any late closing race, early closing and stake or futurity, except as provided in
paragraphs (B)(4) and (B)(5) below, that cannot be raced during the scheduled
meeting shall be declared off and the entrance money and forfeits shall be
divided equally among the nominators who have horses declared in and eligible
to start;

(3) Any late closing race or early closing race that has been started and remains
unfinished on the last day of the scheduled meeting shall be declared ended
and the full purse divided according to summary. In overnight events only that
portion of the purse as has been contested will be paid;

(4) Any stake or futurity that has been started and remains unfinished on the last day
of the scheduled meeting shall be declared ended and the full purse divided
according to the summary;

(5) Unless otherwise provided in the conditions, in order to transfer stakes and
futurities to another meeting, unanimous consent must be obtained from the
track and from all those having eligibles in the event;

(6) Overnight events may be postponed and carried over not to exceed three racing
days.
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3769-14-38 Commission approval required of all officials.

All officials designated in rule 3769-12-10 of the Administrative Code shall be appointed
by the permit holder subject to the approval of the commission, which reserves the right to
at any time require the change of any official or officials for what the commission deems
good and sufficient reason.
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3769-14-39 Must be disinterested.

No one interested in the result of a race at any commercial meeting, either because of
ownership of any horse entered, or because of ownership of an entered horse's sire or dam,
or because of wagers, or otherwise shall act as judge, starter or official therein.
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3769-14-40 Eye tests.

The commission may require all patrol judges and harness racing judges to undergo
periodic vision examinations conducted by licensed oculists, optometrists or other eye
specialists. Such examinations are to include tests involving distance and color vision.
When such examinations are required the original examination report will be forwarded to
the commission.
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3769-14-41 Duties of officials.

(A) It shall be the duty of the judges to:

(1) Notify in writing, owners and drivers of penalties imposed;

(2) Report in writing to the commission, violations of rules by a permit holder,
its officers or race officials. Such reports shall contain detailed information
regarding any such reported violations;

(3) Sign each sheet of the judges' book verifying the correctness of the information
contained therein;

(4) Exclude from the race any horse that in their opinion is improperly equipped,
dangerous, or unfit to race which shall include sick, weak, and extremely lame
horses. No horse shall race with a tube in its throat. No horse may race unless he
has unimpaired vision in one eye and no horse infected with equine infectious
anemia, or a carrier thereof, shall race;

(5) Investigate any apparent or possible interference, or other violation of rule
3769-17-15 of the Administrative Code, whether or not a complaint has been
made by the driver;

(6) Investigate any act of cruelty seen by them or reported to them by any person
toward a race horse during a meeting at which they officiate. If the judges find
that such an act has been committed, they shall suspend the offending person
and submit a written report of their findings and action to the commission;

(7) Immediately thereafter or as soon as possible after an accident occurs, the judges
shall conduct an investigation of such accidents to determine the cause thereof.
The judges shall also complete an accident report and mail said report to the
commission;

(8) Observe closely the performance of the drivers and the horses to ascertain if there
are any violations of the rules of racing, particularly interference, helping, or
inconsistent racing and they shall exhaust all means possible to safeguard the
contestants and the public;

(9) Declare a dash or heat of a race no contest in the event the track is thrown
into darkness during the progress of a race by an electrical malfunction or any
incident that has compromised the race and deprived the betting public of a fair

 

*** DRAFT - NOT YET FILED ***

[ stylesheet: rule.xsl 2.14, authoring tool: i4i 2.0 ras3 Feb 25, 2015 08:50, (dv: 0, p: 201058, pa: 347203, ra: 629086, d: 840658)] print date: 01/05/2024 8:39 AM



3769-14-41 2
 

contest. If a no contest is declared, the judges may distribute the purse equally
among non-offending horses;

(10) Be in the judges' stand fifteen minutes before the first race and remain in the
stand for ten minutes after the last race, and at all times when the horses are
upon the track;

(11) Observe the preliminary warming up of horses and scoring, noting behavior
of horses, lameness, equipment, conduct of the drivers, changes in odds at
parimutuel meetings, and any unusual incidents pertaining to horses or drivers
participating in races;

(12) Designate one of their associates to lock the parimutuel machines immediately
upon the horses reaching the official starting point. The presiding judge, after
consulting with the permit holder, shall designate the post time for each race
and the horses will be called at such time as to preclude excessive delay after
the completion of two scores;

(13) Be in voice communication with the patrol judges from the time the starter picks
up the horses until the finish of the race. Any violation or near violation of the
rules shall be reported by the patrol judge witnessing the incident and a written
record made of same. At least one judge shall observe the drivers throughout
the stretch specifically noting changing course, interference, improper use of
whips, breaks, and failure to contest the race to the finish;

(14) Post the objection sign or inquiry sign on the odds board in the case of a
complaint or possible rule violation, and immediately notify the announcer of
the objection and the horse or horses involved. As soon as the judges have
made a decision, the objection or inquiry sign shall be removed, the correct
placing displayed, and the "official" sign flashed. In all instances the judges
shall post the order of finish and the "official" sign as soon as they have made
their decision. In addition, the judges shall cause the "inquiry" sign to be posted
whenever there has been an accident during the course of the race;

(15) The presiding judge shall call a meeting of all horsemen on the grounds before
the opening of a parimutuel meeting for the purpose of their electing a member
and an alternate to represent them on matters relating to the racing of horses
due to bad track or weather conditions;

(16) In case of questionable track conditions due to weather, the presiding judge shall
call a meeting consisting of an agent of the track, the duly elected representative
of the horsemen and the presiding judge;
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(17) Upon unanimous decision of this committee of three that track conditions are
safe for racing, the races will proceed, or if not, there will be time allowed to
scrape the track, or if conditions warrant, to cancel the night's program.

(B) Hearing procedures.

(1) Any person charged with a violation of the Ohio rules of racing may waive their
rights to a judges' hearing;

(2) When a hearing is requested, judges are to provide same before assessing a penalty
upon any party. At least the presiding judge and one associate judge must be
present at all judges' hearings. When a hearing is requested by a person or
ordered by the judges it shall be the duty of the judges to notify the person
involved, as soon as possible, of the date and time of said hearing. Any person
requesting a hearing will be given at least until twelve noon the day following
the day they were notified of the hearing to prepare a defense if they so request.

(3) The judges' may impose the penalties prescribed by the law and the Ohio state
racing commission rules. Penalty notices will carry the reason the penalty was
imposed and the commission rule number or numbers that were violated.
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3769-14-42 Placing.

At the time the horses reach the finish line, the judges shall determine the order of finish. In
such determination, a horse whose nose shall have reached the finish line shall be deemed
ahead of all horses whose noses shall not have reached the finish line. The judges shall
announce their decision as to the order of finish, and their decisions shall be final unless
objection to any horse placed in the first four positions be raised and sustained. However,
the judges may correct any mistake in the order of finish announced. In the absence of any
objections, or upon decisions having been reached with relation to any objections raised and
any changes in the order of finish required by such decisions having been made, the judges
shall cause the sign "official" to be displayed. with the exception of those circumstances
addressed in paragraph (A) of rule 3769-13-10 of the Administrative Code no ruling of
the judges thereafter made shall have any bearing with relation to the payment of winning
parimutuel tickets.
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3769-14-43 Photographic finish.

The permit holder shall provide a camera, approved by the commission, which shall be
used to photograph each finish. In the event two or more horses reach the finish post so
closely aligned that it is difficult for the judges to determine the order of finish for any
of the first four positions, the negative or a positive print may be inspected and decision
reached therefrom. A print or prints of the finish or their equivalents shall be posted for
public inspection. However, in the event of any mechanical difficulty or insufficient light
for a picture to be taken, the judges shall make a decision, and it shall be final.
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3769-14-44 Equipment record.

(A) The permit holder shall provide forms to each trainer responsible for entering a horse to
race at the meeting. These forms shall record the name, tattoo number freeze brand,
or microchip. These forms shall include the color, age, sex, gait and markings of
such horse along with all equipment customarily worn by such horse competing in a
race at the track. Such equipment list shall include information as to the bit, boots,
bandages, harness, hobbles and any other racing equipment. Such record shall be
kept in a permanent file under the supervision of the paddock judge. The trainer shall
report any changes in the equipment worn by the horse to the paddock judge at least
one hour before the post time of the race in which the horse is to compete.

(B) Prior to entering the track in preparation for the post parade, every horse entered to
race shall be checked by the identifier for all items listed on such forms and any
discrepancies shall be reported immediately by the identifier to the paddock judge
who shall forthwith report such discrepancies to the presiding judge.

(C) Should the judges determine that any discrepancies set out in paragraphs (A) and (B)
of this rule are of a nature that would affect the horses performance in the race, or
that an improperly listed horse is entered to start, that horse may be scratched from
competition in the race.

(D) Any trainer who refuses to provide proper information required herein, who fails to
report any changes in equipment worn by the horse, or who provides false information
as to the horse or equipment worn by the horse, shall be subject to being fined,
suspended or ruled off.
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3769-14-45 Track veterinarian.

A veterinarian licensed to practice in Ohio, hired and paid by the permit holder, shall be
in the paddock for each commercial harness race. The track veterinarian shall supervise an
examination of every horse scheduled to start in a race at the meeting. The track veterinarian
shall maintain a list of such horses which, in his or her opinion, are unfit for racing and shall
report to the judges daily on each horse entered for the day's races, stating whether it is or
is not physically fit to race. The veterinarian list shall be posted in the racing secretary's
office. The list shall be kept current with the date a horse was placed on the veterinarian
list and the date said horse was released.
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3769-14-46 Patrol judges.

(A) With the prior approval of the commission, one or more patrol judges may be assigned
to approved posts of vantage about the course and, when so assigned shall observe
each race and, shall be in direct voice contact with the judges in the judges' stand. They
shall immediately report to the judges any violations of the rules of racing observed
by them during the race and immediately after the finish and no posting of the order
of finish shall be official until all patrol judges have verbally reported to the judges'
stand. With prior approval of the commission, the starter may act as one of the patrol
judges.

(B) Each patrol judge shall write a report of their observations of every race documenting
all violations of the rules of racing they observe during the running of a race. These
reports shall be delivered to the presiding judge at the conclusion of each racing
program and a copy of these reports shall be included with the daily report sent
to the commission. When requested by the presiding judge, the patrol judges will
make themselves available to testify at any hearing concerning violations they have
observed.

(C) The requirements of paragraphs (A) and (B) of this rule may be waived by the
commission upon application of a permit holder who demonstrates satisfactorily to
the commission that adequate electronic and television equipment have been installed
by the permit holder for purposes of officiating the running of the races.
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3769-14-47 Timers.

(A) At all commercial race tracks, the time of every race shall be accurately taken by an
electrical timing device approved by the commission. Under unusual circumstances,
the official time can be determined by using the appropriate scientific equipment to
determine an accurate time from the official video of the race. The recorded time will
be entered in the record, in minutes, seconds, and fifths of seconds. The time of the
race shall be publicly announced or posted.

(B) For county fair racing it is permissible for the time of the race to be taken by three
individual timers with stopwatches.

(C) In the event an accurate official time cannot be determined for a race no unofficial time
shall be announced or entered in the record.
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3769-14-48 Duties of the racing secretary.

It shall be the duty of the racing secretary to:

(A) Receive and to keep safe the registration certificates of all horses competing in claiming
races at the track and to return same to the owner of a horse or their representative
upon their departure from the grounds.

(B) Be familiar with the ages, class, and competitive ability of all horses racing at the track.

(C) Where the Ohio racing commission rules require, classify and re-classify horses.

(D) Keep a current list of horses in the classes for which they qualify and display it in the
room where the declaration box is located for examination by horsemen and others.

(E) Write conditions and schedule the daily racing programs presented at the track.

(F) Provide for the listing of horses in such daily program; examine all entry blanks and
declarations; verify all information set forth therein; select the horses to start and the
also eligible horses from the declarations in accordance with the rules of the Ohio
racing commission.

(G) Examine nominations and declarations in early closing and stake events; verify the
eligibility of all declarations and nominations, and compile a list of eligible horses
for publications.

(H) See that all declarations taken by telephone are signed by the person taking the
declaration and make provisions for the safe keeping of all entries, or declarations
received during the meeting, for a period of six months thereafter.

(I) To prescribe the standards for overnight events and to prepare and publish condition
sheets in accordance with the rules of the Ohio racing commission.

(J) Check the electronic eligibility of each horse on the premises of the permit holder for
a current coggins test report.
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3769-14-49 Clerk of course.

The clerk of course shall:

(A) At the request of judges assist in drawing positions;

(B) Keep the judges' book provided by the "United States Trotting Association" and the
record therein:

(1) All horses entered and their electronic eligibility numbers;

(2) Names of owners and drivers and drivers' license numbers.

(C) Record the charted lines at commercial meetings and fairs if available. At fairs, record
the position of the horses at the finish. At all race meetings, record the money won
by the horse at that track;

(D) Note drawn or ruled out horses;

(E) Record time in minutes, seconds and fifths of seconds;

(F) Check electronic eligibility before the race and after the race enter all information
provided for therein, including the horse's position in the race if it was charted;

(G) Verify the correctness of the judges' book including race time, placing and money
winnings, reasons for disqualifications, if any, and see that the book is properly
signed;

(H) Forward judges' book, charts and marked programs from all meetings the day following
each racing day.
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3769-14-50 Paddock judge.

(A) Under the direction and supervision of the presiding judge, the paddock judge will
have complete charge of all paddock activities as outlined in rules 3769-14-23 and
3769-14-44 of the Administrative Code.

(B) The paddock judge is responsible for:

(1) Getting the fields on the track for post parades in accordance with the schedule
given to him by the presiding judge;

(2) Inspection of horses for changes in equipment, broken or faulty equipment, head
numbers and saddle pads;

(3) Supervision of paddock gate men;

(4) Proper checking in and checking out of horses and drivers;

(5) Supervising the checking of the identification of all horses coming in to the
paddock including the tattoo number;

(6) Direction of the activities of the paddock blacksmith;

(7) Immediately notifying the presiding judge of anything that could in any way
change, delay or otherwise affect the racing program;

(8) Seeing that only properly authorized persons are permitted in the paddock.
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3769-14-51 Charter, identifier.

(A) Licensed charter. The charting of races shall be done only by a qualified charter and the
charter shall be responsible for providing a complete and accurate chart. A charter
must be a person who has the knowledge, training and ability to accomplish this. The
charter's responsibilities may be combined with those of clerk of course and be the
responsibility of one individual.

(B) Mandatory charting. At all commercial meetings and grand circuit meetings, the
charting of races is mandatory and the track shall employ a charter to fulfill the
requirements of this rule.

(C) Identifier. At all commercial meetings the track member shall employ an identifier
whose duty it shall be to check the identification of all horses and the equipment worn
by the horses coming into the paddock. The identifier shall be under the immediate
supervision of the paddock judge and the general supervision of the presiding judge.

The identifier shall check the equipment of horses in the paddock against the written
record for the horse as provided to the paddock judge by the trainer of the horse. The
identifier shall promptly report to the paddock judge in writing any discrepancy or
change of equipment on any horse and the paddock judge shall in turn report same
forthwith to the presiding judge.
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3769-14-52 Sulky equipment.

(A) Every sulky used in a race at a licensed harness racing meeting shall be subject to the
approval of the judges, Ohio state racing commission, and the United States trotting
association. A driver shall not drive a sulky not equipped with special equipment as
so ordered. Mud fenders must be available and must be used whenever ordered by
the presiding judge. Every sulky shall be equipped with the wheel discs of a type
approved by the judges, Ohio state racing commission, and the United States trotting
association. All shafts will be equipped with quick-hitch fixtures or attachable by
conventional tiedowns. All quick-hitches shall have safety straps.

(B) The Ohio state racing commission shall have the authority to establish guidelines and
recommendations for the design, performance and certification of racing sulkies. The
Ohio state racing commission shall have the authority to authorize variances from
these standards and may approve for use any sulky which does not qualify under
paragraph (A) of this rule, if in their opinion the sulky does not pose a safety hazard,
does not impair the horse or driver, and does not under-mine the competitiveness of
the horse and/or driver.
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3769-14-53 Harness race track without a hub rail.

(A) In the event a horse or part of the horse's sulky leaves the course, and if, in the opinion
of the judges, that action gave the horse an unfair advantage over other horses in the
race, the horse may be disqualified or placed back one or more positions. In any such
disqualification or placing, the horse causing the interference must be placed behind
the horse or horses over which it gained an advantage and/or the horses with which
it interfered.

(B) There shall be no disqualification of a horse temporarily forced off the race course
providing the driver makes effort to re-enter the course as soon as possible in a safe
manner.

(C) In the event a horse or part of the horse's sulky leaves the course for any reason, it shall
be the driver's responsibility to take all reasonable steps to safely re-enter the race
course as soon as possible.

(D) If, in the opinion of the judges, a driver's actions or lack of action causes or contributes to
any violation of this rule, said driver may be fined and/or suspended and/or referred to
the commission under the provisions of rule 3769-14-99 of the Administrative Code.
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3769-14-54 Expanded homestretch racing.

(A) With prior approval of the commission, a track may expand the width of its homestretch
by no less than ten feet nor more than fourteen feet inward in relation to the width
of the rest of the race track.

(B) In the event the homestretch is expanded pursuant to paragraph (A) of this rule, the
following shall apply:

(1) When entering or while going through the homestretch for the first time in a race,
no horse shall use the expanded inside lane in an attempt to pass other horses or
improve its position. Any horse which does so shall be disqualified and placed
last in the order of finish.

(2) The lead horse in the homestretch shall maintain as straight a course as possible
while allowing trailing horses full access to the expanded inside lane. If, in
the opinion of the judges, the lead horse changes course in the homestretch in
an attempt to prevent a trailing horse from passing, said horse may be placed
accordingly.

(3) Horses using the expanded inside lane, during the homestretch drive for the finish
of the race, must first have complete clearance of the pylons marking the inside
boundary of the race course. Any horse or sulky running over one or more of
the pylons or going inside the pylons, while attempting to use the expanded
inside lane, may be disqualified and placed last in the order of finish.

(4) During the last one-eighth mile of a race a horse may only be driven into the
expanded home stretch lane for the purpose of passing another horse and may
not be driven into the expanded home stretch lane for the purpose of blocking
a trailing horse. It shall be presumed that any horse driven into the expanded
home stretch lane which blocks a trailing horse, without advancing on the horse
it was allegedly attempting to pass, was being driven for the purpose of blocking
a trailing horse. If in the opinion of a majority of the judges, a horse is driven
into the expanded home-stretch lane for the purpose of blocking a trailing horse,
the driver of the blocking horse may be fined and/or suspended and the horse
may be placed accordingly.
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3769-14-99 Penalties commission may impose.

(A) For a violation of any rule in this chapter and unless a rule specifically precludes the
judges from doing so, the judges, upon the concurrence of two such officials, may fine
a licensee an amount not in excess of the amount permitted by section 3769.091 of the
Revised Code and/or suspend licenses, upon the concurrence of two such officials,
for a period not to exceed the length of time permitted by section 3769.091 of the
Revised Code and/or refer the licensee to the commission for further action.

Any fine or suspension may be appealed to the commission. Such appeal shall stay
the fine or suspension until further action by the commission.

(B) In addition to any other penalty provided, or in the event no penalty has been provided,
the commission, may, upon finding a licensee has violated a rule of this chapter, fine
the licensee an amount not in excess of the amount prescribed by law and/or deny,
suspend or revoke any Ohio state racing commission license held by the licensee and/
or rule off any such licensee from all Ohio race tracks.

(C) Should the commission find a permit holder, or a representative of the permit holder has
violated a rule in this chapter, they may fine said permit holder or the representative
of the permit holder an amount not in excess of the amount prescribed by law and/
or deny, suspend or revoke any license and/or permit held by said permit holder
or representative of the permit holder and/or rule off any such permit holder's
representative.

(D) Each day during which any violation of a rule in this chapter continues to occur shall
be considered a separate offense and any person and/or permit holder continuing to
violate said rule or rules may be penalized separately for each day the violation occurs.

(E) Any person who violates any provisions of the Horse Racing Act or any of the Ohio
rules of racing for which no penalty is otherwise provided, may be denied a license
under such rules. A licensee under such rules may be fined, may have his/her license
suspended or revoked or may be ruled off. Any permit holder who violates any of
the provisions of the Horse Racing Act or any of the Ohio rules of racing for which
a penalty is not otherwise provided, may have the permit suspended or revoked, or
may be denied a permit upon subsequent application therefor.
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Regulation/Package Title (a general description of the rules’ substantive content):   
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The Common Sense Initiative is established in R.C. 107.61 to eliminate excessive and 

duplicative rules and regulations that stand in the way of job creation.  Under the Common 

Sense Initiative, agencies must balance the critical objectives of regulations that have an 

adverse impact on business with the costs of compliance by the regulated parties. Agencies 

should promote transparency, responsiveness, predictability, and flexibility while 

developing regulations that are fair and easy to follow. Agencies should prioritize 

compliance over punishment, and to that end, should utilize plain language in the 

development of regulations. 
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Reason for Submission 

1. R.C. 106.03 and 106.031 require agencies, when reviewing a rule, to determine 

whether the rule has an adverse impact on businesses as defined by R.C. 107.52.  If 

the agency determines that it does, it must complete a business impact analysis and 

submit the rule for CSI review.   

 

Which adverse impact(s) to businesses has the agency determined the rule(s) create?  

 

The rule(s): 

a. ☒     Requires a license, permit, or any other prior authorization to engage in or 

operate a line of business. 

b. ☒     Imposes a criminal penalty, a civil penalty, or another sanction, or creates a 

cause of action for failure to comply with its terms.   

c. ☒     Requires specific expenditures or the report of information as a condition of 

compliance.  

d. ☐     Is likely to directly reduce the revenue or increase the expenses of the lines of 

business to which it will apply or applies. 

 

Regulatory Intent 

2. Please briefly describe the draft regulation in plain language.   
 
3769-14-30 The judges may appoint a deputy in an emergency. 

 
3769-14-31 The judges shall fill vacancies occurring in other official positions unless the 

permit holder shall have filled them and notified the judges prior to the first race. 
 
3769-14-32 This regulation discusses when an official can be disqualified. 

 
3769-14-33 The judges must file a daily report with the commission. 

 
3769-14-34 If the judges disagree on an issue, the procedure they must follow. 

 
3769-14-35 The judges control all entries into a race. 
 

3769-14-36 The judges may require the owner and/or trainer of a horse to prove the horse is 
qualified in every way to participate in a race. 

 
3769-14-37 The judges may order a horse or horses withdrawn from any race after it or they 

have left the paddock.  The judges may postpone a race. 
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3769-14-38 The commission approves all officials. 
 

3769-14-39 A person cannot be a judge or other official if they have an interest in a horse in 
the race. 

 
3769-14-40 The commission may require all judges and patrol judges to undergo periodic 
vision examinations. 

 
3769-14-41 The judge’s duties. 

 
3769-14-42 The judges determine the order of finish. 

 
3769-14-43 The permit holder shall provide a camera for a photo finish. 
 

3769-14-45 The duties of the track veterinarian. 
 

3769-14-46 The duties of the patrol judges. 
 

3769-14-48 The duties of the race secretary. 
 
3769-14-49 The duties of the clerk of course. 

 
3769-14-50 The duties of the paddock judge. 

 
3769-14-51 The duties of the charter and the identifier. 

 
3769-14-52 The commission regulates the sulky equipment. 
 

3769-14-53 The commissions’ authority if a horse leaves the course during a race. 
 

3769-14-99 The penalties the commission may impose. 
 

3. Please list the Ohio statute(s) that authorize the agency, board, or commission to 

adopt the rule(s) and the statute(s) that amplify that authority.  

a. 3769.03 

4. Does the regulation implement a federal requirement?   Is the proposed regulation 

being adopted or amended to enable the state to obtain or maintain approval to 

administer and enforce a federal law or to participate in a federal program?  

 
The Commission is the only entity that regulates horse racing in Ohio, it is not part of 
any federal program. 

 

5. If the regulation implements a federal requirement, but includes provisions not 

specifically required by the federal government, please explain the rationale for 

exceeding the federal requirement. 
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a. N/A 

6. What is the public purpose for this regulation (i.e., why does the Agency feel that 

there needs to be any regulation in this area at all)? 

These regulations are needed for safe and fair operations of a standardbred horse 

meeting. 
 

7. How will the Agency measure the success of this regulation in terms of outputs 

and/or outcomes? 

a. These rules have been in place for some time and the Commission believes the 
success of these rules has been demonstrated. 

8. Are any of the proposed rules contained in this rule package being submitted pursuant 

to R.C. 101.352, 101.353, 106.032, 121.93, or 121.931?   

If yes, please specify the rule number(s), the specific R.C. section requiring this submission, 

and a detailed explanation. 

 

Development of the Regulation 

9. Please list the stakeholders included by the Agency in the development or initial 

review of the draft regulation.  

 
The primary stakeholders are the seven commercial permit holders and members of the 
horsemen’s association who are required to implement and/or follow these rules. 

 

10. What input was provided by the stakeholders, and how did that input affect the draft 

regulation being proposed by the Agency? 

a. These rules were provided to the industry for comments. 

11. What scientific data was used to develop the rule or the measurable outcomes of the 

rule?  How does this data support the regulation being proposed?  

a. No additional scientific data was used to develop these rules. 

12. What alternative regulations (or specific provisions within the regulation) did the 

Agency consider, and why did it determine that these alternatives were not 

appropriate?  If none, why didn’t the Agency consider regulatory alternatives? 
 

a. No alternative regulations were considered as these rules have been in existence for 

several years. 

 

13. What measures did the Agency take to ensure that this regulation does not duplicate 

an existing Ohio regulation? 

a. No other agency regulates horse racing in Ohio; therefore, no duplication will occur. 
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14. Please describe the Agency’s plan for implementation of the regulation, including any 

measures to ensure that the regulation is applied consistently and predictably for the 

regulated community. 

a. The Commission has employees at all commercial tracks to ensure compliance with 
these rules. 

Adverse Impact to Business 

15. Provide a summary of the estimated cost of compliance with the rule(s).  Specifically, 

please do the following: 

 

a.   Identify the scope of the impacted business community, 
i. The scope of the impacted business community includes the seven-

commercial permit holders in Ohio and the licensees associated with horse 

racing.  and 

b. Quantify and identify the nature of all adverse impact (e.g., fees, fines, employer 

time for compliance, etc.) 
 

3769-14-30 There is no adverse impact. 

 
3769-14-31 There is no adverse impact. 

 
3769-14-32 The official could be fined up to one thousand dollars and suspended for up 

to one year.  The official could have their license revoked or denied. 
 
3769-14-33 The judge could be fined up to one thousand dollars and suspended for up 

to one year.  The official could have their license revoked or denied. 
 

3769-14-34 No adverse impact. 
 

3769-14-35 The owner or trainer could possibly lose thousands of dollars if the horse is 
not able to enter a race. 
 

3769-14-36 The owner or trainer could possibly lose thousands of dollars if the horse is 
not able to enter a race. 

 
3769-14-37 The owner or trainer could possibly lose thousands of dollars if the horse is 

not able to enter a race. 

 
3769-14-38 A person could not be a steward and cost them their income. 

 
3769-14-39 The official could lose the ability to win a purse.  Depending upon the 

amount of the purse, it could cost thousands of dollars. 
 

3769-14-40 It could cost up to three hundred dollars for a vision examination. 
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3769-14-41 The official could be fined up to one thousand dollars and suspended for 
one year. 

3769-14-42 There is no impact. 
 

3769-14-43 It costs approximately four hundred dollars per race day to lease the 
equipment. 
 

3769-14-44 The trainer could be fined up to one thousand dollars and suspended for up 
to one year. 

 
3769-14-45 It costs three hundred dollars a day for a track veterinarian. 

 
3769-14-46 It costs one hundred dollars per day for a patrol judge. 
 

3769-14-47 It costs approximately four hundred dollars per race day to lease the 
equipment. 

 
3769-14-48 It costs approximately four hundred dollars per day for a racing secretary. 

 
3769-14-49 It costs approximately one hundred dollars per day for a clerk of course. 
 

3769-14-50 It costs approximately one hundred dollars a day for a paddock judge. 
 

3769-14-51 It costs approximately one hundred dollars per day for charter and 
identifier. 

 
3769-14-52 You cannot qualify or race if you cannot use a particular sulky. 
 

3769-14-53 The driver could be fined up to one thousand dollars and suspended for up 
to one year for violating this rule. 

 
3769-14-54 The driver could be fined up to one thousand dollars and suspended for up 

to one year for violating this rule. 
 
3769-14-99 A person could be fined up to one thousand dollars and suspended for up to 

one year.  The permit holder could be fined up to one thousand dollars.  The racing 
permit could be suspended for up to one year or revoked.  A new racing permit could be 

denied. 

 

 

16. Are there any proposed changes to the rules that will reduce a regulatory burden 

imposed on the business community? Please identify.  
 

No 
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17. Why did the Agency determine that the regulatory intent justifies the adverse impact 

to the regulated business community? 

3769-14-30 There is no adverse impact. 

3769-14-31 There is no adverse impact. 

3769-14-32 The adverse impact is justified to ensure the integrity of racing. 

3769-14-33 The adverse impact is justified to ensure the integrity of racing. 

3769-14-34 There is no adverse impact. 

3769-14-35 The adverse impact is justified to ensure the integrity of racing. 

3769-14-36 The adverse impact is justified to ensure the integrity of racing. 

3769-14-37 The judges need to protect the horse and all other participants in racing. 

3769-14-38 The adverse impact is justified to ensure the integrity of racing. 

3769-14-39 The adverse impact is justified to ensure the integrity of racing. 

3769-4-39 The adverse impact is justified to ensure the integrity of racing. 

3769-14-40 The adverse impact is justified to ensure the integrity of racing. 

3769-14-41 The adverse impact is justified to ensure the integrity of racing. 

3769-14-42 There is no adverse impact. 

3769-14-43 The adverse impact is justified to ensure the integrity of racing. 

3769-14-44 The adverse impact is justified to ensure the integrity of racing. 

3769-14-45 The adverse impact is justified to ensure the integrity of racing. 

3769-14-46 The adverse impact is justified to ensure the integrity of racing. 

3769-14-47 The adverse impact is justified to ensure the integrity of racing. 

3769-14-48 The adverse impact is justified to ensure the integrity of racing. 

3769-14-49 The adverse impact is justified to ensure the integrity of racing. 

3769-14-50 The adverse impact is justified to ensure the integrity of racing. 

3769-14-51 The adverse impact is justified to ensure the integrity of racing. 

3769-14-52 The adverse impact is justified to ensure the integrity of racing. 

3769-14-53 The adverse impact is justified to ensure the integrity of racing. 

3769-14-54 The adverse impact is justified to ensure the integrity of racing. 

3769-14-99 The adverse impact is justified to ensure the integrity of racing. 
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Regulatory Flexibility 

18. Does the regulation provide any exemptions or alternative means of compliance for 

small businesses?  Please explain. 

a. No, this regulation applies to only seven commercial racetrack permit holders; 
therefore, an exemption for small businesses is not applicable. 

19. How will the agency apply Ohio Revised Code section 119.14 (waiver of fines and 

penalties for paperwork violations and first-time offenders) into implementation of 

the regulation? 

a. R.C. 119.14 is not applicable. 

20. What resources are available to assist small businesses with compliance of the 

regulation? 

a. The Commission website is www.racingohio.net 

b. The Commission phone number is 614-466-2757 

c. The Commission facsimile number is 614-466-1900 

d. Contact Deputy Director:  Tanya.Boulmetis@racing.ohio.gov  

http://www.racingohio.net/
mailto:Tanya.Boulmetis@racing.ohio.gov

