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Justalittlesmoke headlines $75,000 Diana Stakes  
 
For Immediate Release: September 19, 2017                                     by Kimberly Rinker for the Ohio Thoroughbred Race Fund 
 
The multiple stakes-winning Justalittlesmoke heads up a field of eight, Ohio-registered fillies and 
mares, 3-year-olds and up, in Saturday’s (Sept. 23) $75,000 Diana Stakes at Jack Thistledown Racino.  
The fourth running of the six furlong test has an approximate post time of 4:40 as the seventh event 
on the eight-race card. 
 
Justalittlemsmoke simply destroyed her rivals in the $75,000 J. William Petro Memorial Handicap on 
June 24 by nearly eight lengths, after winning the $75,000 Angenora Stakes on June 3.  The chestnut 
daughter of Smoke Glacken began her 5-year-old campaign via a May 20 victory in a Thistledown 
allowance race under the tutelage of trainer Robert Gorham for owners Mast Thoroughbreds.   
 
Most recently, the winner of $737,870 finished second to Nikki My Darling in the $75,000 Pay The 
Man stakes over this same oval.  Justalittlesmoke was bred by the Belvedere Farm and was sold as a 
yearling to these connections for $22,500.  Averaging nearly $31,000 per start, this gritty mare has 
never finished off the board in 24 career starts, amassing 15 wins, seven seconds and a pair of thirds.  
As well, she’s won this stake the last two seasons and looks well-placed to retain her “Diana” crown 
on Saturday. 
 
Proper Discretion will look to give Justalittlesmoke a strong challenge, hailing from the Anthony Rini 
barn for Loooch Racing Stable. The 4-year-old Discreetly Mine lass took the fourth running of the six-
furlong $75,000 Scarlet & Gray Handicap on Sept. 4 at Thistledown by a neck over stablemate 
Katalust.  A winner of $283,166 lifetime, Proper Discretion was third in this stake last year. 
 
Mayas Queen Neetee has won all five of her Ohio starts this season, including the $75,000 Vivacious 
Handicap at Belterra Park on Aug. 6.  Jeff Radosevich will tighten the girth on this 5-year-old chestnut 
daughter by Speightstown for Loooch Racing, as she looks to up her $132,792 bankroll in her second 
career stakes test. 
 
Trainer Tim Hamm sends out stablemates Orientate to Luv and Ali Blue—both in search of their first 
stakes triumph.  Orientate to Luv, a 4-year-old Orientate lass, was third in the Scarlet & Gray Stakes to 
the winning Proper Discretion, while Ali Blue, a 3-year-old Bluegrass Cat daughter, finished fifth in 
that same event.  Orientate to Luv has amassed $161,265 for the Blazing Meadows Farm from six 
wins, three seconds and four thirds in 20 career starts.  Ali Blue has four wins, six seconds and a trio 
of thirds to her credit in 17 starts with lifetime earnings of $134,560 for Duncan Lloyd and Blazing 
Meadows Farm.  
 



Chain Yanker is a 5-year-old. $203,966-winning Delta Miner mare owned by Michael Friedman and 
trained by Nabu Morales. She’s scored a trio of allowance victories this season and was a respectable 
third to Leona’s Reward at Thistledown on Aug. 28, and has 12 lifetime wins from 23 starts. 
 
Trainer Danny Were saddles La Nina Bronca for the Hillburn Racing Stable.  Winless in 2017, the 6-
year-old daughter by Cactus Ridge’s best finish came in the $75,000 Angenora Stakes on June 3, when 
she was second to Justalittlesmoke.  She has $129,120 in earnings from five wins in 18 starts.  
 
Fast Justice is another who rarely missing a strong check, but has yet to make it to the winner’s circle 
in a stakes test.  The 4-year-old Regal Ransom filly is conditioned and co-owned by Tony Granitz and 
Tommy Ligon, and is making her first start of the year after winning back-to-back Mahoning Valley 
allowance sprints last December.  Fast Justice owns a bankroll of $115,862 from four wins in 13 starts.  
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Photo Cutline:  Justalittlesmoke will try to capture the $75,000 Diana Stake for the third consecutive 
year on Saturday, Sept. 23 at Jack Thistledown Racino.   Photo by Jeff Zamaiko 
 
 


