Ohio State Racing Commission
77 South High Street • 18th Floor
Columbus, OH 43215-6108
(614) 466-2757 FAX (614) 466-1900
www.racingohio.net

John Kasich
Governor
Robert K. Schmitz
Chairman

Accredited Stakes highlight Mahoning program Saturday
For immediate Release: November 30, 2018

by Kimberly Rinker for the Ohio Thoroughbred Race Fund

Accredited Ohio-bred runners are set to spar in a pair of $75,000 Ohio Thoroughbred Race Fund
(OTRF) stakes on Saturday afternoon, Dec. 1 at Mahoning Valley Race Course.
First up is the $75,000 Bobbie Bricker Memorial Handicap, named in honor of the popular
Thoroughbred enthusiast Barbara “Bobbie” Bricker, who served in a variety of capacities at the helm
of the Ohio Horsemen’s Benevolent and Protection Association (HBPA) during the 1980s.
Post time for this first race co-feature is 12:15 pm, ET, and features a field of five fillies and mares, 3year-olds and up, vying at one and one-sixteenth miles.
Topping the field is $632,106-earning and multiple stakes winning Leona’s Reward, who captured this
event in 2017 by a whopping 14 lengths for breeder/owner Blazing Meadows Farm and Michael
Friedman. The 5-year-old chestnut daughter by Parents Reward also won the 2016 edition of the
Bricker Memorial just as handily and comes into the handicap fresh off a pair of $75,000 Stakes
triumphs; the Ohio Debutante Handicap on Nov. 3 and the Ruff Kirchberg Handicap on Nov. 17.
Trained by Tim Hamm, Leona’s Reward has earned nearly half of her career payroll ($307,466) over
the Mahoning dirt and seven of her 13 lifetime triumphs have been procured there as well. Carrying
top weight of 129 pounds, Leona’s Reward will have regular rider Luis Colon aboard.
Hamm will also saddle Linda N Michelle in the Bricker for these same connections. This 3-year-old
roan, also sired by Parents’ Reward, is a likely longshot, having amassed just $24,116 in 2018 from
one win in eight seasonal tries and $43,869 lifetime from 17 outings. That lone career victory came
on Sept.20 in a Belterra Park maiden special weight when she romped to a 17¼ triumph in gate-towire fashion. Her two subsequent allowance starts have been, unfortunately, somewhat dismal.
She’s slated to be ridden by Eddie Dominquez, carrying 110 pounds on her back and is a likely
longshot in here.
Jeff Gardell and David and Mark Doer’s Grizabella looks well-poised for another solid effort, having
finished second to Leona’s Reward in the $75,000 Ohio Debutante Handicap on Nov. 3. This 4-year“An Equal Opportunity Employer and Service Provider”

old bay lass by Lunarpal-Chic Cat, by Tiger Ridge has two career victories in 28 lifetime starts, with
$129,313 in her coffers. Bred by Mapleton Thoroughbreds, Grizabella is conditioned by Mark Doering
and is slated to be ridden by Christian Pilares, carrying 117 pounds in the Bricker Memorial.
Trainer Ivan Vazquez and owner/breeder Raymond Donald team up to send a pair of Kentucky Dane
daughters postward in the Bricker Memorial.
Hopes Frog Song, a 7-year-old mare career earnings of $259,523 scored her lone 2018 triumph in the
$75,000 Miss Southern Ohio Stakes on Sept. 2 at Belterra Park. From 54 lifetime starts, Hopes Frog
Song has six wins, ten seconds and seven thirds. She finished an even fourth to Leona’s Reward in the
$75,000 Ohio Debutante Handicap on Nov. 3. Megan Fadlovich gets the nod on the mare, carrying
118 pounds.
Gift From Mom steps up into stakes competition for the first time and will be trying for her second
career win in the Bricker. A winner of $18,505 from 17 lifetime starts, this 3-year-old dark bay or
brown filly scored her lone triumph on June 30 in a 5½ furlong maiden special weight at Thistledown.
Sonny Leon is slated to be in the irons as Gift From Mom goes postward carrying 108 pounds.
The Joshua Radosevich Memorial Stakes for 2-year-olds, set as the fourth race (post time of 1:38 pm,
ET) features eight 2-year-olds competing at a six furlongs and honors jockey Joshua Radosevich, who
was just 16 when his life was tragically cut short in a Beulah Park racing accident.
Captain Corn, a Charlie Williams owned and trained colt, comes into the Radosevich Memorial with
impressive credentials, having finished second in the $150,000 Juvenile Stakes on Oct. 13 at
Thistledown, along with a pair of triumphs. His first came in a Thistledown maiden special weight on
Sept. 18, while his most recent was in an Mahoning allowance race on Nov. 6 in a six-furlong sprint.
Bred by Fair Winds Farm, this chestnut son by Kettle Corn-Pyrite Captain, by Magesterial has amassed
$66,780 to date in his brief career and was a $22,000 yearling purchase at the 2017 Fasig-Tipton
Kentucky Fall Yearling Sale.
Hey Adrian, one of just two fillies in this event, is conditioned by her owner/breeder Joshua Faulkner
and is the richest competitor in the field, with $118,500 in her coffers from three wins and two thirds
in five career starts. Impressive in every outing, the Twinspired lass broke her maiden on Aug. 13 at
Thistledown, before winning back-to-back $75,000 stakes: the Loyalty on Sept. 8 at Belterra and
Emerald Necklace on Sept. 22 at Thistledown, both in wire-to-wire fashion. Most recently she was a
solid third to Mobil Lady and Show Me Some Sass in the $75,000 Glacial Princess at Mahoning on
Nov. 17.
Trainer John Bourke saddles Danefield in the Radosevich for himself and partners Jeff Barbee and
James Kerins. This Kentucky Dane gelding has shown promise in each of his three career starts,
winning his debut on July 31 at Thistledown, then finishing second in the $75,000 Loyalty Stakes on
Sept. 8 at Belterra and finally, finishing a strong third in a Mahoning allowance test on Nov. 21.
Danefield owns a bankroll of $36,130 for his efforts.
Verissimo, Pat’s Karma and Jack Be Fast all hail from trainer Jeff Radosevich’s barn. Verissimo, a
homebred son of Vertiformer owned by Richard Spicer and William Spitler, broke his maiden on Nov.
5 at Mahoning and has $23,464 in his bank account. Pat’s Karma, a Cowtown Cat gelding with
earnings of $30,325, will be trying for his second career victory for owner Michael Annechino. Jack

Be Fast, who broke his maiden ten days ago at Mahoning, looks to add to his $28,260 bankroll for
owner Gerald Silver.
The $42,750-earning, bay Unbridledwood filly Show Me Some Sass, who has one win, a second and
two thirds in five lifetime starts, along with the lightly-raced maiden Sammy Da Bull, a chestnut
Vertiformer gelding, complete the Joshua Radosevich Memorial field.
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Photo Cutline: Leona’s Reward will be trying to win the $75,000 Radosevich Memorial for the third straight
year when she goes postward on Saturday, Dec. 1 at Mahoning Valley. Photo by Brad Conrad

